
ROADS AND CONCESSIONS
 

 

 

Since the early days of the colony, the St. Lawrence River was used to travel. Then 
with development came land travel routes. Thus, a layout was established in the 
early 18th century which became chemin du Roy, the first road in the seigneury of 
Portneuf.  In  spring 1710,  an official  report  specified its  path.  Pierre  Robineau, 
Seigneur  of  Bécancour  and  Baron  of  Portneuf  was  the  first  chief  road 
commissioner (grand voyer) or Minister of Roads. In 1723, he rectified the road’s 
layout at  the request  “of  the inhabitants of  the barony of  Portneuf  who find it 
impractical and too long.” This was the usual procedure in this century: an official 
report  was  issued  and  read  after  the  religious  services  of  the  churches  in  the 
locations concerned.
 

At that time, the granted lands were perpendicular along the river’s shore and thus 
formed the first concession. North of the river, the road passed to the south limit of 
each censitaire’s land. Or it went up these lands and around certain obstacles, such 
as water. It was then established by principle that each owner must provide the 
placement of the road, build it and maintain it at his own cost.
 

 

During this time, in 1744, the Ursulines of Québec became the owners of the barony 
of Portneuf and granted the lands located north of the first concession. Therefore, 
the allocated lands were the second concession and so forth. Around 1770, several 
names appeared, such as Saint-Charles and Bois de L’Ail (Saint-Basile Sud) and 
later, Côteau des Roches. We know that there were residents at these locations and 
that some of the paths to the church were winding.
                                           

 

 

In 1787, at the request of the Ursulines, a register of landed property was prepared, 
noting that the lands of the second concession in Portneuf were all inhabited or 
granted.  After 1801,  the  new seigneur Mathew McNider wanted to  develop the 
seigneury and it was necessary to open new routes to access ungranted lands in the 
northern district of Portneuf.
 



 

 

 

On  July  31,  1804,  a  request  addressed  to  chief  road  commissioner  Elzéar 
Taschereau  mentioned  an  “official  report  that  determines  and  regulates  the 
northeastern part  of  the  range road of  the third  concession of  the  Deschambault  
parish and the southwestern part of the range road of the third concession of the Cap-
Santé parish,  and an exit  route in the seigneurial  line of fiefs Deschambault  and  
Portneuf for said concessions in Hampshire County.”
 

This third concession of Cap-Santé parish or Rivière à Belle-Isle is where the first 
Irish families of the area were found, i.e. the Kenny, Buist and Kearny families.
 

In 1811, the emphyteutic lease was passed to Coltman and Hale.  This company 
operated  a  large  shipyard  and  a  sawmill  at  the  estuary  of  the  Portneuf  river. 
Therefore, the logging potential of this new industry became a priority for Edward 
Hale, up to the point when the Ursulines held him accountable for the somewhat 
excessive logging of the seigneurial forest.
 

On November 2,  1821,  another request  from Hale  addressed  to  the  chief  road 
commissioner stipulated that there did not yet exist a connecting route between the 
second and third concession. We do not know if  the route that was planned on 
being built in 1804 was not opened or if Hale deemed it unsatisfactory, but he used 
the lands in his possession to lay out the route that became Saint-Louis avenue. 
From then on, there was a direct link from the banal mill in Portneuf to the new 
concessions and, as indicated in the 1825 census of  Lower Canada, over twenty 
Irish families inhabited the area.
 

 

 



EDWARD HALE (1789-1862)
EMPHYTEUTIC SEIGNEUR
 
 

Edward Hale came from a family with a great historic impact in the Québec City 
region. Firstly, he was the 21st child of Colonel John Hale and Mary Chaloner. In 
1759, Colonel Hale commanded the 47th Foot in Québec City and was a close friend 
of Major-General James Wolfe. It was the Colonel who announced the taking of 
Québec  to  London.  Edward  Hale’s  brother,  John  Hale,  eldest  son  of  the  Hale 
family, also became a career officer in the British army. After several years of rising 
through the military ranks, he traveled to America for the first time as aide-de-
camp to Prince Edward Augustus.
 

John Hale returned to England in 1798 and married Elizabeth Frances Amherst 
the following year. Barely wed, he returned to Québec City in June 1799 as deputy 
paymaster general of the British troops stationed in the Canadas. The new couple 
took up residence in Québec City and had four daughters and eight sons, including 
better  known  sons  Edward  (1800-1875)  and  Jeffery.  John  Hale  held  several 
administrative functions and associated with the main merchants in Québec City at 
the  time.  The  Hale-Amherst  couple  were  well-to-do:  they  owned  properties  in 
England and lived on Saint-Louis and consequently, des Carrières street. In 1819, 
they acquired the seigneury of Sainte-Anne de La Pérade from Marie-Anne Tarieu 
de Lanaudière.  Hale became a very influential figure in Québec City:  he was a 
member of the legislative and executive councils, commissioner for several causes 
and even receiver general. Being well-off, he was also a moneylender for various 
figures and merchants such as William Bacheler Coltman.
 

In  1801,  merchant  Mathew  McNider,  then  seigneur of  Grondines,  obtained  by 
emphyteutic lease the barony of Portneuf and the seigneury of Sainte-Croix from 
the Ursulines of Québec who were its owners since 1744. In 1806, after taking on 
different  works  in  Portneuf  on  the  banal  mill  and  its  annexes,  McNider  went 
bankrupt. At the end of the same year, William B. Coltman and his brother John 
came to an agreement with the Ursulines and took charge of the barony’s affairs, in 
addition to those of John Coltman and Company. This company had its own fleet of 
ships and sold wine, rum, sugar, wood and flour. It was one of the largest suppliers 
of the British army.
 



Following  the  financial  difficulties  of  English  associates  Hamilton  and  Risdale, 
John Coltman and Company was dissolved. William B. Coltman then formed with 
Edward Hale (1789-1862) the partnership of Coltman and Hale in December 1811. 
Edward Hale was in Québec City since spring 1810, i.e. four years after the death 
of his father John Hale.
 

Activities went well, for as early as summer 1812, the boats on the shores of the 
river  in  Portneuf  were  being  loaded.  However,  to  add  to  the  recent  financial 
setbacks,  John Colman accidentally  lost  his life while loading a piece of  timber 
aboard a vessel. From then on, young Edward Hale held a place of importance in 
the management of the new company.
 

In 1816, the English trustee in bankruptcy for the associates of John Coltman and 
Company pressed William B. Coltman for partial payment of the debt. Following a 
series of financial and legal manoeuvres, Coltman and Hale finally bought back the 
assets  of  William Coltman  and at  the  same  time,  the  emphyteutic  lease  of  the 
barony  of  Portneuf  and Sainte-Croix,  which gave Edward Hale  the  title  of  co-
seigneur.
 

Before returning to England in 1824, William B. Coltman gave Edward Hale power 
of attorney to be the sole bearer of the rights and powers related to the lease they 
jointly held. Thus, after Coltman’s death in 1826, Hale was appointed committee of 
the estate of his associate with no legal heirs and became the sole administrator of 
Coltman and Hale as well as seigneur.



HALESBOROUGH CHURCH AND ITS COMMUNITY
 

As Abbé Félix Gatien, parish priest of Cap-Santé from 1817 to 1844, mentioned in 
Histoire du Cap-Santé: in 1822, “a new habitation began, above the village of the  
Belle-Isle River, formed by Irish emigrants”.  He added that there were also a few 
Catholic families and he deplored the distance that prevented them from practicing 
their religion. He made the same remark for the Protestants who were occasionally 
served  by  a  roving  Anglican  pastor.  On  November  30  and  December  1,  1841, 
George Buist and Michael Kearny each gave back to Edward Hale a parcel of land 
from their respective lots. On lot 451, thus formed, the Christ Church chapel was 
erected. The notarized acts stipulated that at the moment of concession of said lots, 
the owners must cede to the seigneur, upon his request, the land needed for the new 
construction.
 
 
It was during 1842 that the chapel was built. The consecration took place on March 
12, 1843 in this location called Mount Kearny. Modestly built, its exterior cladding 
is made of clapboard.  The photos show that the roof repairs and a new chimney 
are its only major changes over the last century. Like the other religious buildings 
of its era, there are neo-gothic elements such as the crenellated tower and lancet 
windows (e.g. St. Bartholomew’s Church, 1842, Rivière-du-Loup / United Church 
of Canada, 1894, Hatley / St. Luke’s Church, 1870, Magog). However, the pediment 
supported by columns serving as an entrance porch seems to characterize it.
 
 
In 1841 during the retrocession of the land upon which the chapel was built, it was 
mentioned in the act that with the appearance of a new parish or the arrival of a 
permanent pastor, the protected connecting land must be used for the construction 
of either a presbytery or a school,  in addition to the chapel.  Up to the present, 
Québec pastors have been servicing the community. On August 9, 1852, Michael 
Kearny granted a site to Rev. Richard Lewis, professor Peter Watson and William 
Moore, across the chapel where a presbytery also serving as a school was erected a 
few years later. Unfortunately, it was destroyed by fire on February 25, 1868 and 
was not rebuilt. Rev. John Dalziel, his wife and in-laws lived in it at the time. After 
that event, the community was once again grouped with Bourg-Louis for pastoral 
services. As of 1874, the Christ Church chapel was serviced by pastors settled in 
Portneuf.  From Rev.  James Debbage in 1873 to Rev.  William Alfred Adcock in 
1929,  these  two  tended  to  both  anglophone  communities  of  Portneuf  and 



Halesboro. Consequently, the chapel was sometimes used for funeral services and 
annual commemoration gatherings. 
 
 
Let’s go back to 1844 when groups of habitations were already formed, with one in 
particular located north of the fourth concession. With the need for a school in this 
district of the Bois-Francs route, Michael Kearny once again offered a 100’ x 80’ 
plot of land where a house for the school commissioner was built on December 21, 
1844. This parcel of land became lot 425.
 
 
In  1859,  after  seigneurial  rights  were  abolished,  Siméon  Lelièvre  prepared  a 
cadastre on behalf of George Burns Symes, owner of the seigneury at the time. It 
included the censitaires and the extent of their concessions. We therefore noted that 
the majority of lots were granted. After retracing the different concession titles in 
the cadastral or notarized archives and using the 1861 civil census, we were able to 
establish the list of families who were owners and inhabited the area.
 
 
Among all these people, there is a certain A. Her. Pearse, reverend, his wife Mary 
and daughter Lucia. In the census, the pastor was associated to the chapel that was 
valued at $800. It also mentioned that the honourable Edward Hale resided on this 
site. He was found on a lot belonging to a nephew, George Carleton Hale, but as 
indicated in the census, the family only had one member and it was absent when 
the census  taker passed.  Since the census took place in February 1862,  we can 
assume that he did not live at that location during the winter. He died on October 
15, 1862 and thus we can also presume that during the last years of his life, he felt 
the  weight  of  the  years  and he  became closer to  the  people  he  associated with 
throughout his life. Several of their descendants are scattered in North America, 
some are still in our region, but all have in common the remembrance of a place 
called HALESBORO, thus commemorating Edward Hale, their benefactor.
 


	HALESBOROUGH CHURCH AND ITS COMMUNITY

